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1 of 1 review helpful A Greek tragedy reverberating through a French prism By John P Jones III Jean Racine along 
with Moli egrave re and Corneille are the three most famous classical French playwrights all having lived in the 17th 
century Ph egrave dra is the first of Racine s works that I have read and it is his most famous The play is largely based 
on Euripide s Hippolyte French Edition This particular Pengu Racine rsquo s play Ph egrave dre mdash which draws 
on Euripides rsquo tragedy Hippolytus mdash is the supreme achievement of French neoclassic theater In her amusing 
foreword Margaret Rawlings explains how this particular translation mdash made specifically from the actor rsquo s 
point of view mdash evolved from the 1957 Campbell Allen production Containing both the French and English texts 
on facing pages as well as Racine rsquo s own preface and n Language Notes Text English French About the Author 
Jean Racine was born in 1639 at La Fert eacute Milon sixty miles east of Paris Orphaned at an early age he was 
educated at the Little Schools of Port Royal and 
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