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A rapidly growing group of Chinese language students are known as advanced beginners or heritage students those 
who were raised in the United States in Chinese speaking homes and can speak the language but cannot read or write it 
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Liu and Wang s primer is addressed to meet the needs of this rapidly expanding population of Chinese language 
students around readings on Chinese history culture geography literature folktales and mythology customs and cuisine 
The focu It is rare to find a Chinese language textbook that is linguistically accurate culturally rich and pedagogically 
sound The attention paid to the principles of character formation makes Chinese character learning an unexpected 
pleasure The emphasis on 
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