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4 of 4 review helpful Conversationally Oracular By Hamilton Beck Thirlwell s book seems at first to place a high bar
for any reviewer asit implies familiarity with awide variety of foreign languages and literary traditions Soon enough
though one realizes that this standard is so exacting it can scarcely be met ndash least of al by the author himself
Besides English his mother tongue Thirlwell knows French and Having slept with a prostitute in Egypt Gustave
Flaubert begins hisfirst novel Madame Bovary which influences the minor French novelist Eacute douard Dujardin
whose novel isread by James Joyce whose own novel Ulysses will move the Italian novelist Italo Sveno and later
Gertrude Stein in radical ways This carousel of influence shows how we devour novelsin trandation while often
believing that style does not translate But the history of the From Publishers Weekly Starred In his labyrinthine and
surprisingly engrossing epic of literary influence and tranglation Thirlwell Politics provides an idiosyncratic
perspective on awide range of authors and books from Don Quixote to Da
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