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Monarchy was widespread as a political system in the ancient world This volume offers a substantial discussion of 
ancient monarchies from the viewpoint of the ruler s court The monarchies treated are Achaemenid and Sassanian 
Persia the empire of Alexander Rome under both the early and later Caesars the Han rulers of China and Egypt s 
Eighteenth Dynasty A comparative approach is adopted to major aspects of ancient courts including their organisation 
and physical se About the Author A J S Spawforth is Professor of Ancient History at the University of Newcastle 
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