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11 of 11 review helpful Fascinating but be forewarned By Weary Traveller The other reviewers have fairly
summarized this book One must have some background in linguistics or at least agood linguistics text or reference
handy since Norman uses standard linguistics terminology without any explanation one should also speak at least basic
modern Chinese to appreciate many of the examples My only real complaint is that th This general introduction to the
study of Chinese traces the language s history from its beginnings in the second millennium B C to the present and
provides a clear picture of the contemporary language and its sociolinguistic status Chinese in its numerous dialects
has more speakers than any other language in the modern world and this vast extension in time and space brings to its
study an exceptional complexity Nevertheless Norman s crisp organization and lucid Norman s Chinese fills alacuna
as a much needed introduction to the Chinese language It is useful for the scholar seeking some overall knowledge of
the phonology syntax genetic relationship writing system and historical development of Chinese as wel
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