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2 of 2 review helpful A Masterpiece of Literary Criticism Poetic in its Own Right By P D Blanchfield The scholarship
of the late Dr Barbara Johnson Professor of English and Comparative Literature and Frederic Wertham Professor of
Law and Psychiatry in Society at Harvard has played a fundamental role in shaping the contours of literary criticism
critical theory and gender studiesin North America and beyond and repr Charles Baudelaire Walter Benjamin and
Sylvia Plath make up the odd trio on which this book is based It isin the surprising and revealing links between them
links pertaining to troublesome mothers elusive foreign languages and professional disappointments that Barbara
Johnson maps the coordinates of her larger claims about the ideal of onenessin every area of life and about the
damage done by thisideal The existence of sexual difference precludes Mother Tonguesis awork of psychological
depth and poetic organization It builds on Johnson s oeuvre by developing new ways of conceiving language and
world most valuably through reinterpretations of Baudelaire Benjamin and their reception Johnson
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