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Are the dialects of England disappearing in the wake of globalisation and Estuary English or are geographical 
differences as strong as ever Joan Beal looks at recent research into regional variation in England discusses the 
evidence for dialect levelling and argues that despite this features of dialect are still clear markers of regional and local 
identity Chapters outlining the main regional differences in accent dialect grammar and dialect vocabulary are fol This 
slender volume part of the English Textbooks on the English Language series is an excellent introduction to the field 
of English dialectology Part of its appeal lies precisely in its compact size coupled with clarity of presentation 
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