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1 of 1 review helpful An extraordinary tribute to the creation of a written language By Midwest Book Review The 
Beginning of Print Culture in Athabasca Country is an extraordinary compendium of primary source material 
revealing how the language of the Cree Native American peoples came to be adapted and preserved in written form 
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Reproducing the 1883 Cree Prayer Book that was the creation of Father Emile Grouard a nineteent A signal event in 
the move from oral to print culture for the Cree was Father Grouard s prayer book written in Syllabics and printed in 
1883 More than a century later Demers McIlwraith and Thunder reproduce the text along with a direct English 
translation a transliteration into the Standard Roman Orthography now in use as well as in nineteenth century SRO 
Demers offers an introduction to the work within its cultural framework the translators together discuss Gro This 
volume contains a facsimile of a prayer book written in Cree syllabics by Father Emile Grouard and originally printed 
in 1883 The syllabics are translated both into Cree and English and include discussions of the problems encountered 
by the priest i 
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