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George Johnston renowned for hisfine trandations of Old Icelandic tales such as The Saga of Gidli and Thrand of
Gotu takes alook at two orally preserved stories from the middle of the ninth to the eleventh century The first The
Saga of the Schemersis unique in that the work is wholly imaginative and its mood is comic whereas most are
weighted on the side of passion and tragedy The second The Saga of Viga Glum |eans more traditionally on George
Johnston s other voice emerges as he becomes a translator of |celandic eddas The bedrock lifts like a tectonic plate and
all looseness withersin the press of the stark alliterative form Globe Mail This beautiful b
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