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In The Promise of the Foreign Vicente L Rafael argues that trand ation was key to the emergence of Filipino
nationalism in the nineteenth century Acts of translation entailed technics from which issued the promise of
nationhood Such a promise consisted of revising the heterogeneous and violent origins of the nation by mediating one
rsquo s encounter with things foreign while preserving their strangeness Rafael examines the workings of the foreign
in the Idguo Following up on Contracting Colonialism Vicente L Rafael studies the Philippine nationalists rsquo failed
attempts to lay claim to Spanish and the emergence of a hungry Tagal og meaning machine eager to Isquo host the
foreign in the fami
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