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This book investigates the lives and careers of Muslim African interpreters employed by the French colonial
administration in Saint Louis Senegal from the 1850s to the early 1920s It focuses on the lower and middle Senegal
River valley in northern Senegal where the French concentrated most of their activities in West Africaduring the
nineteenth century The Muslim interpreters performed multiple roles as mediators military and expeditionary guides
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emis Tambo M rsquo bayo rsgquo s study of Muslim interpretersin colonial Senegal is an important contribution to a
growing literature on the role African intermediaries played in the elaboration and operation of the colonial state Of
these intermediari
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