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Sign language interpreters often offer the primary avenue of access for deaf and hard of hearing students in public 
schools More than 80 of all deaf children today are mainstreamed and few of their teachers sign well enough to 
provide them with full access As a result many K 12 interpreters perform multiple roles beyond interpreting Yet very 
little is known about what they actually do and what factors inform their moment to moment decisions This volume pr 
About the Author Melissa B Smith is an assistant professor in the Department of Linguistics at Gallaudet University in 
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